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December 7, 2017 

Challenge Accepted! 
By Jeannie Standal 

Winter reading challenges are very popular, and reading keeps students 

engaged in learning! Recreational reading, even over a short break,   

reduces learning loss that can occur while the kids are not in school. This 

winter break, how about working with your school librarian to throw 

together a winter reading challenge? The two of you can 

coordinate a quick, low-effort program to make sure    

students are going home with books that will get them to 

their challenge goals! There are lots of formats and ways 

to get kids interested—here are a few ideas: 

1. Create a Bingo card challenge with a different reading 

task in each square.  Remember, the bingo card 

doesn’t have to be 5x5—winter break is short and 

busy, so it can be tough to get five books read.  A 3x3 card could 

work, with some newspaper or magazine articles and audiobooks 

thrown in, too. Make the free square something fun and easy like 

recommending a book to a friend or finding out what a family mem-

ber is reading.  Check out Yakima Valley Libraries’ card for inspira-

tion. 

2. Level the playing field between those who read a few big books and 

those who read lots of small books, or those who read quickly and 

those who read slowly, by counting pages or minutes read rather 

than books read. 

3. Challenge students to read one book with a certain requirement like 

a Newberry winner, a book set in a place you are visiting or would 

like to visit over the break, or main character is not your gender… 

you get the idea. See how many different books meeting the re-

quirement are read over the break. 

4. The challenge can be Goodreads-style where students set their  own 

goals for how many books to read over the break.  

5. Let the class work together toward a reading goal for a group      

reward. It is astounding what students will do for pizza. 

6. And for you, dear teachers, a reading challenge of your own!       

Perhaps a “one for you and one for me” approach would be fun. 

Read one book you want to read, and another that your students 

might read.  If the break is too stuffed with activities (sleeping is a 

totally valid winter break activity), challenge yourself to read  a   

certain quantity of books in 2018!  

A reading challenge should be fun and low-stakes, not an assignment.  

So no grades, no comprehension tests, no book reports. Just a good 

time. 

Read Harder challenge from Book Riot  

Watch  for the 2018  list, or use the 2017 task list available at:  

https://bookriot.com/2016/12/15/book-riots-2017-

read-harder-challenge 

The Newbery Reading Challenge  

Challenge  the other educators in your building to ready Newbery 

Medal winners, honor books, and all Caldecott books.  How many 

can the staff read over the break?  How many in 2018?  Use  the  

Smiling Shelves format, or make one of  your own. 

http://www.smilingshelves.com/ 

Extreme Book Nerd for Kids 

Idaho Falls Public Library runs this extreme-

ly popular, and highly adaptable program all 

year long.  Take the parts you like, change the parts you don’t; they 

don’t mind.  Just don’t copy the logo—that they do mind. 

http://www.ifpl.org/extreme-book-nerd-kids/ 

Never Again Buy a Book You’ve Already Read! 
Have you ever settled in with a newly purchased book, only to find that  

you’ve read it before?  You are not alone. 

You can avoid this heartbreak by keeping track of what you read on the 

Goodreads mobile app.  It is available for both Apple and Android, so 

your list of completed books is always at hand!    

 

 

NoveList Plus and NoveList Plus K-8: 

Both of these databases are wonderful 

resources for finding your next great 

read. Search for read-alikes by title or 

author,  target audience age,  or make 

your own appeal mix by selecting the 

types of characters, writing styles, and 

storylines you prefer (and more!).  

Access NoveList Plus and NoveList Plus 

K-8 at www.lilI.org.  

 

 

http://yvl.org/winter/Winter%20Reading%20Challenge_Board%201.pdf
http://yvl.org/winter/Winter%20Reading%20Challenge_Board%201.pdf
https://bookriot.com/2016/12/15/book-riots-2017-read-harder-challenge
https://bookriot.com/2016/12/15/book-riots-2017-read-harder-challenge
http://www.smilingshelves.com/home/introducing-the-newbery-reading-challenge-2017
http://www.ifpl.org/extreme-book-nerd-kids/
http://www.lilI.org
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